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BRIEF NOTES 

Old Babylonian Linen Weaving 

Messayeh from Bagdad sold me a small so-called contract 
tablet. It is 1 3/16 inches high, 1 inch broad and 9/16 inch 
thick. It consists of light reddish incompletely burned clay and 
was excavated at Warka. The character of writing belongs to 
the time of the Ur Dynasty. 

The obverse bears five lines. Four lines read: 6 immere, 3 
oule, 1 uniku, 1 shipatu. The fifth line is the date: 18th of 
Duzum. The reverse bears 6 lines incrusted with nitre (Calcium 
nitrate). The tablet is well preserved and on the edges shows 
the thumb and finger prints of the gyri impressions of the 
old Babylonian dupsarru in such good condition that a modern 
detective bureau could easily identify the personality. 

The occasional impressions of the obverse are most interesting. 
During the time that the reverse was written, the wet clay must 
have rested on a wet cloth, especially when one considers the hot 
weather of the above midsummer date. This cloth left well 
preserved impressions between the mentioned figures and the 
counted things. It is seen that this cloth' was somewhat pulled 
down on the left side curving the lower 'picks' downward. I 
showed the tablet to the German Artistic "Weaving Company of 
New York (A. C. Kluge). They were easily able to determine 
the character of this cloth. The construction of cloth is Taffeta 
binding. The probable material was Linen ; it was surely neither 
woolen nor cotton. The "Warp or Number of ends (threads) per 
inch was 68 ; number of picks per inch was 50. 

The contract tablet is of about 2500 to 2200 B. C. The 
analysis of the reverse may give the exact year. The tablet shows 
that the cloth used was really woven and not braided, as Mrs. 
Schnirer showed some decades ago for the Egyptian cloth. It is 
an evidence that the old Babylonians of the third millenium B. C. 
knew and used the technique of weaving linen. 

Felix von Oefele. 
New York. 



